Population Modeling Workshop 
February 26 – March 4, 2016

(1) The overarching goal of this course is to provide participants with a foundation to matrix population models and how to apply them directly towards conservation of wildlife populations.
How well did we accomplish this goal? (Circle One)

1			2		3			4			5
Not at all					Sort of						Very well

Given the following topics: Introduction to matrix models, Capture-recapture models, Parameter estimation, Sensitivity/elasticity analysis, Life Table Response Experiment (LTRE) analysis,  Demographic stochasticity, Integrated Population Models (IPMs), Exploited populations, and Direct estimation of .

(2) What topic(s) did you find most compelling/relevant? 


(3) What topic(s) did you find to be understandable? 


(4) What topic(s) did you find to be the most difficult to understand?


(5) Were there any topic(s) that were missing that you wanted to learn about? If so, what were they?


Given the following exercises: Exercise 1: The Known‐Fate Model, Exercise 2: The CJS Model, Exercise 3: The Multistrata Model (Meadow voles), Exercise 4: The Barn Swallow Matrix Model, Exercise 5: Perturbation Analysis of the White Stork Model, Exercise 6: Two‐Site Matrix Models for Black‐ Headed Gulls, Exercise 7: Chamois in Random Environments, Exercise 8: Herbivory and Environmental Variation in the Common Kidney Vetch, Exercise 10: LTRE (Polar Bears), Exercise 11: Integrated Population Models, Exercise 12: Demographic heterogeneity & exploitation, Exercise 13: Direct Estimation of (Spotted owls), and Exercise 14: Microtus; contributions to λ.

(6) What exercises(s) did you find the most helpful in learning the material? 


(7) What exercises(s) did you find to be the most challenging or difficult to understand? 
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(8) Were there any topic(s) that were missing that you had wished you’d had more hands on practice with? If so, what were they?


(9) Did you find the exercises helpful in understanding the material covered in the lectures?
(Circle One)

1			2		3			4			5
Not at all					Sort of						Very


(10) The exercises are designed to guide you through how to apply the models discussed in the lectures towards analyses of real field data. How confident are you that you would be able to apply the same models to your own data? (Circle One)

1			2		3			4			5
Not at all					Sort of						Very


(11) What aspects of the course did you find most useful (or interesting) and why?




(12) What is your prior experience with matrix population models?


1			2		3			4			5
None					Moderate						A lot


(13)  How would you describe the pace of this course? (Circle One)

1			2		3			4			5
Way too slow				Just right					Way too fast



(14) Is there anything that you can think of that would improve the course and your learning experience?




(15) Do you feel more competent in using the models that you learned about than you did in the beginning of the course? If yes, what was the most helpful in your learning? If no, is there anything that you can think of that would have helped you to learn?





(16) Feel free to leave other comments on the course or lab. These will be taken into consideration for the future workshops of this nature. We really appreciate your feedback!
